Inside this issue:

Fall Cluster

Thank You Notes

Why Stay?

Sharing Shoes

~N| ol b~ OWDN

More Than Just
Jello

oo

Volunteers

Calendar 9

CONTACT US
The church office is open
Monday-Friday
9:00 amd 1:00 pm
Office Phone 304-525-9630
www.stpaulhuntington.org
Email us at

stpchurch@frontier.com

]|
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
%
%
%
=
=
5
=
=
5
=
5

=
=
=
5

The Lutheran Visitor

2
2
=
=
=

g g g T

g The Mission of St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church is to celebrate and pro@laim to
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% God comes off as not particularly pleasant (or fair) in this reading,
“When a man asks Jesus for h
gd ay. He says, 0Alasead ¥ Baying Stdntotd
g the man, Jesus turns to the crowd.
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%Jesus tells the crowd the story of a farmer who did very well for him-
%? self. His land produced abundantly and he saw no good reason to fur-
<« ther tax the land or himself (honoring the principle of sabbath days
% and Jubilee years). But none of this good fortune, hard work or smart
and holy living seems to matter. From behind the clouds, God calls
“the rich farmer a nasty nam
~good will any of this be? W
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http://www.myfitv.com/videos/341112
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g]esus says, 0 S0 it is wi tgh
L up treasures for themselves but are not

¥rich toward God.

g kindness, nor hard work nor justice (nor
< injustice nor laziness nor life nor death)

4 seem to matter, how can we care about the
g things of God? How can we be rich to-

< ward God?
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querors through him who loved us. For 1
“am convinced that neither death, nor life,
< nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present,
% not things to come, nor powers, nor

g height, nor depth, nor anything else in all
¢ creation will be able to separate us from
<« the love of God in Christ Jesus our

EL ord. 6 ( RBY.Ma@hpShein :
g rich toward God means trusting that God
“is faithful to promises--even when life or
+~«God seem unpl easa
% ways fair is rich in mercy and loves you in
g Christ Jesus--no matter what.
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Fall Cluster Retreat
Monongahela Valley-Mountain/Ohio

\l

Kanawha Cluster

Who: You and all

. God w
What: Annual fall overnight retreat

When: October 23 to October 24, 2010

Where: Tygart Lake State Park

omen of your congregation
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Why: Spiritual refreshment and fun

For additional information, please contact the
church office. Room and food reservations must
be made by September 15.
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Couldn'tdo it
%ANKF qL Without You
\1:\(:))",’ s Again, I want to

thank all those who made
phone calls and prepared such wonderful
dishes for Pastor Obermuellet's Installation
dinner. I especially want to thank my sons,
Aaron and Andrew, for helping me set the
tables; Sharon and Bob Tucker, Judi Kor-
stanje, Bonnie Conger, Annette Duvall,
Jeannie Riley, and Linda Schneider for pre-
paring the steak and mashed potatoes, serv-
ing and cleaning up afterwards; and to Paula
Simpson and Rick and Jan Wilson and my
husband for helping us clean up, also.

I would also like to thank those who
helped make Pastor Nunnally's farewell re-
ception so special: Kathie Cunningham,
Sharon Tucker, Susan Clark, Judi Korstanje,
Christine Vickers, Wilma Anderson, Paula
Simpson, Judy Pease, and Clarice Kumlien

for all the preparation, serving and clean-up.

You all make my job a lot easier.

God bless,
Bernadette Wellman
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Dear members and
friends of St. Paul,

Thank you to all of the worship and music
leaders, altar guild, office staff, potluck peo-
ple, and everyone else who helped to make
my installation service and the meal that fol-
lowed a wonderful event. You showed great
hospitality to my family and to the visiting
pastors from Lutheran churches across the
state and clergy representing Huntington
churches. Thank you for welcoming them
and me.

I'am proud to be your pastor.

Pastor Jennifer Obermuell

er

Dear Members of St. Paul Lutheran Church,

Thank you for your recent total donation of $525 to the Cridlin Food and Cloth-

ing Pantry. Your faithful support of the ministry of the pantry is deeply appreciated.

During the first six months of 2010 the pantry has been able to serve the r
762 families by providing food, clothing, toiletries, infant essentials, new undg
and a variety of other much needed items to those who come to our door s8
assistance. Again, thank you for aiding us so faithfully in this effort to serve
through serving others. LETTER OF THANKS

To God be the glory,
Diana Van Horn
Pantry Director
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Dear Friends:

Within my oral report to the 2010 Synod Assembly | announced that | had sought counsel from some of our pastors whg
were against the 2009 Churchwide Assembly decision to allow if congregations chose gays and leshians who are partnered to
be pastors in this church.
| promised to share these words of counsel if the writes who wrote to me gave me their permission. So far, most have given me
their permission. This Road Show marks the first of a series of my sharing with you the writings of some of our pastors. [This
first article was written by a clergy couple, Pastor Beth and Pastor David Westphal. | thank them for their work and for
their willingness to share their writing with you.

+ Bishop Ralph

Why Stay?
Dear Bishop,
In response to your three tiered question, why congregations should choose to remain in the ELCA, Beth and | offer the|fol-

lowing reflections:

Theological Rationale

Theologically, to begin, we refer to Article VII of &¢he A
assembly of all believers among whom the Gospel is preached in its purity and the Holy Sacraments are administered accord-
ing to the Gospel 6. (The |l ater part of that phrase 1io06| al s

the Churcédone,0obhagl yC6 cat holic and ap ocongeefation, ddhdminatioh gssoecian d ¢
tion, etc.). This defines for us what the Lutheran Confessions say about who we are as the Body of Christ.

Further, in the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, referring to Articles VII & VIII, the reformers clarify AC VII with the
foll owing: 0The church is not merely an association off ou
mainly an association of faith and of the Holy Spiriat| i n
expression of the church boils down to faith. Do we or do we not believe that the expression of the church of which we gre a
part most clearly defines for us purity of Gospel and right administration of sacraments?

Acknowledgment must come, first of all, that no single expression of the church is perfectly pure nor perfectly right. Aleh
sinned and fallen short of the glory of God applies not only to persons but also to gathered and organized community. Held
together as the Body of Christ, there is purity and ofigh
particular denomination, congregation or association of people, purity and rightness are merely approximations. No one|ex-
pression of the church is perfect.

[}

Therefore, a person or community must, in the context of faithful and fervent prayer, discern for themselves the question:
What is the degree of purity and rightness held by the expression of the church of which | am a part? If, as for many of us,
the ELCA offers the highest degre®the purest proclamation of the Gospel and the most right administration of the sacra
ments available in the given context of American culture in which we find ourseldghen we have little choice but to remain
with the ELCA.

This does not mean the Gospk8 being preaching in its fullest purity nor the sacraments are being administered in their per-

fected rightness. It simply means that, given the current choice of other expressions, the ELCA comes closest to what we be-
lieve to fulfill Augsburg VIl and Apology VII & VIII. This also does not mean that purity, or rightness, cannot be
Oi mprovedé, oOcorrectedd or better approximated. God i|s co
that each expression of the church take seriously its call to continually seek, through the power of the Holy Spirit evithen
the Gospel , means and methods by which any expression of the church be reformed so as to better approximate the Church
of Christ.

This also means that, should others discover through faithful discernment that the ELCA fails AC VII and Apology VIl &
VIII, then they would be compelled to seek an expression of the church deemed more faithful to purity and rightness.
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Biblical Rationale
Bi blically speaking, we begin with Ephesians 5:21: 0

Be su

the community of believers, we do not hold to ourselves alone, but to Christ as the head; and we, out of reverence and awe

for our Lord, willingly and joyfully subject ourselyv
Libertyd6: o0The Christian is perfectly lord of all, s

Both Paul and Luther, in writing these expressions, do not limit subjection to persons alone but to the community gat
ered in Jesusd name. I n fact, | believe that it is t
that these words are addressed. Thereby, it is asserted that no single expression of the church exists apart from othe
pressions of the church. Rather, each is to live in subjection to one another, not for their own sakes, but for the sake
Christ.

Further, Paul writes in Romans 14: oO0None of us Ilives
Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So -8 Bubjectonis
part of our very being in Christ. As we canhnot exi st

Church; and each expression in that body is dependent and subject to the other. To subject ourselves, therefore, is t
press most fully our relationship to one another in Christ. It is to be the Church.

Further, Paul , also in Romans 14, writes: OWel come t
over opinions. 0(Vs 1) I n these | atter chapters of R
what it is, he reminds us that harmony and peace are not only distinctive qualities of the Church, but it's very withess
the worl d. OFor the kingdom of God is not food and d
who thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and has human approval. Let us then pursue what makes for peace ang
mutual wupbuilding. Do not, for the -2ake of food, des

To separate, cause divisions, or tear asunder what God has worked to establish offers a depreciative witness to the
for the Church. Rather, Paul seems to argue that seeking reconciliation and resolution, despite and in spite of differe
not only maintains the unity of the Body but also preserves the Gospel witnhess in the world.

Practically speaking, Paul might say, as he alludes to in 1 Corinthians: What will the heathens think of the Church as|i

pulls and tugs and fights and bickers, tearing itself apart in the process? To the unbelievers, as in the case of eating
offered to idols, it is better, for the sake of whole Church and its witness to Jesus Christ, to remain unified as one bod
amidst our division than to be divided into many bodily parts.

For we of the ELCA, while we can all agree that everything is not as we would hope it to be, nor is the kingdom fulfillg
our denomination, tearing it apart because of internal disputes would give further witness, not only to the world but to
ourselves, that Christ is divided. Further, it would demonstrate that subjection to one another, a key tenet of our faith
only applicable insofar as it doesndét i mpinge upon W
for Christ, and in so far as it is possible, to live at peace with one another, is to fulfill the Biblical withess as thg bbd
Christ. It is to be the Church, as Paul gives witness.

Ecclesiastical Rationale

Finally, regarding ecclesiology, the Church has neve
stead, the Church is one, holy, catholic and apostalithe assembly of believers of every time and every place, gathere
around Word and Sacrament, with Christ as the head. As one author observes, the Church is not a democracy, it is @
archy. Jesus Christ is the head; and it is in and through him that the Church exists.

This hierarchical structure applies not just to the Church catholic, but to the individual expressions of the church
throughout the world. From Biblical times, overseers (bishops) and tdpwn structures were the rule and norm. Even
Paul identifies himself as ofatherdé and ofounder o (f
leaders submit fully to the ultimate leaded Jesus Christ. Historically speaking, the Church is and remains a hierarchy,
with Christ as the head.
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Throughout the ages, thusly, the Church has seen itself less a confederacy of independent and autonomous congregation
Christ-led and Spiritdriven communion of interdependent and mutually accountable communities of faith. Prior to and ever

through the Reformation, although divided by doctrine and practice, this means of church polity remained intact. As further

splits and divisions ruptured the unity of the Church catholic, and independence and individuality became more prevalent
culture and society, these continuing schisms resulted in smaller and smaller communities, ending in the single congregat|
being and seeing itself as the fullest expression of the Church.

| believe this movement from communal to congregational polity has not only weakened the Church, it serves to further di
the Body of Christ as Body. Far from seeing, recognizing and reverencing Christ as the head not only over persons and
communities, but over the Church itself, this oO0bottom
the individual. In other words, human beings rather than Christ become the head of the Church; and this clearly contradiet
Biblical witness.

Again, the ELCA hierarchy and structure have their obvious flaws. We too have broken tradition and at times strayed from
historical teachings of what it means to be the Church catholic. Admittedly, we often function more as a democracy rather
a monarchy with Christ at the head, legislating when we should be listening. Admittedly, we continue to tread wantonly up
the authority of scripture and the authority of those duly called to interpret, teach and proclaim that Word (bishops).
Admittedly, we continually fail to deal honestly with root issues such as sanctification and ecclesiology. And yet, we reamai
continue to seek to be the Church, in its denominational expression, as the community of believers gathered in the name
under the authority of Jesus Christ as Lord, Savior, Cornerstone and Head.

Sincerely,

Pastor David and Pastor Beth Westphal
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Christian Associates

Cridlin Food/Clothing Pantry

2010 o0Sharing ¢ Dgasfriendsin GRSt g n
July 15-September 15, 2010 Words almost fail us as we recall the out-
pouring of sentiment at the farewell recep-
Help the Cridlin Food/Clothing Pantry tion you gave us on Sunday, July 18. Thank
provide shoes for children to start schog you for the cards and notes, individual gifts
with school year. Enclose money for and the very generous gift from the con-

vouchers for clients to redeem. Any
amount will go towards a new pair of
shoes for school age children. Checks

gregation. Your greatest gift is that you

have received the ministry offered and
eemed it faithful and effective. We are

money should be mar o) aring .

Shoes, 6 and made o gratet Eofltbe OpRPLuALY (o have beefl a

the Christian Associates, 520 Eleventh part of St. Paul Church for even a brief

Street, Huntington, WV 25701 time and pray God
you continue your Gospel ministry with

Pastor Obermueller.

Yours i n Chri

The Rev. Brian and MerrieNunnally

b |
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MORE THAN JUS TJEL[;O

As you can tell from the recent:

covereddish meals, Lutherans:
: make great cooks. Several
: members have requested recipes, so we will be
: running a new one each month in the newslet-:
. ter. Please share your tasty dish with us by e
- mailing them to:
: stpchurch@frontier.com

: Kathie Cunningham made the following recipe:

Black Olive Tapenade
Laura Gilliam

1- 7 oz jar Kalamata olives (pieces if available:),
: drained :
1- 6 oz can black olives, drained

: *kkkkkkkhkk

: 1- 3.5 oz jar capers (1/3 ¢), drained

- 2 cloves garlic, minced

- 1/4 tsp dried thyme

- 1 T Dijon mustard

T kkkkkkkkkkk

: Fresh lemon juice

- black pepper

: 3 T fresh minced parsley

- Puree olives in food processor or blender. Add
- and continue to puree the next 4 ingredients. :
. Transfer to a mixing bowl and add last 3 ingredi-
. ents and mix well with spoon. You may want to
: mix a little olive ol in to hold it together. :

: Drizzle with olive oil before serving

.
T kkkkdokdokdkk

What America Needs

A leader like Moses who refused to be called
the son of Pharaoh's daughter, but was willing to
go with God.

Army generals like Joshua who knew God
and could pray and shout things to pass rather
than to blow them to pieces with atomic energy.

An administrator like Joseph who knew God
and had the answer to famine.

Preachers |l i ke Pet
to |l ook people in t
ish, 0 and denounce
tional sins.

Mothers like Hannah who would pray for a
child that she might give him to God, rather than
women who are delinquent mothers of delinquent
children.

Children like Samuel who would talk to God in
the night hours

Physicians like Luke who could care for physical
needs and introduce their patients to Jesus
Christ who is a specialist in spiritual trouble.

A God |l i ke | srael
and the Aauto God.

A savior like Jesus who could and would save
from the uttermost to the uttermost.

[®Ne)

Author Unknown

In the Muhlenberg Chapel
the lamp is placed to the
Glory of God
and in loving memory of
Matthew William Kelz
by

Dale, Susan and Sophia Kelz
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Our Thanks and Praise

to the
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AUGUST
VOLUNTEERS
August 1 August 8 August 15 August 22 August 29
Acolyte Kathleen Zoe Jacob Samuel P Heath
Korstanje May Simpkins late Wade
Sacristan Ben Rebecca Betsy Ryan Jonathan
Jones Pettit Pettit Vickers Anderson-Cain
Assisting Wilma Rick Jan Bill Keith
Minister Anderson Wilson Wilson White Wellman
Communion Jeannie Linda David Jan Bill
Deacon Riley Schneider Stuart Wilson White
Nursery Christine Vickers/ | Anders & Andrea James & Jill Jimmy & Susie | Shannon Simpkins
Sarah Bell Lindberg May Wagner &Shannon Walker
Altar Flowers | Pastor Brian & | Sandy & Mary Lou Bill & Judi David Stuart Open
Merrie Nunnally Fricke Korstanje

Ushers: Bill Korstanje, David Korstanje, Doug Korstanje, Ron and Carol Dennis
Altar Guild: Debra Perkins, Jenny Smith, Debbie Arentz and Elizabeth Arentz

HAPPY AUGUST BIRTHDAY

1
9
11
15
15
15
16
18
19
20
20
31

Keith Wellman
Betty Januszkiewicz
Carroll Vernatte
Vanessa Landgrave
Virginia Ritter
Jennifer Simpson
Carl Pemberton
Thelma Preston
David Vickers
Alexandria Lindberg
Laura Barham
Elizabeth Schlegel

Cridlin Food Pantry
48 ravioli




ST 2010
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
9:30 am
Worship
with Quilters
Holy
Communion
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
9:30 am
Worship Quilters 7:00 pm
with Church
Holy Council
Communion
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
9:30 am
Worship Quilters
with
Holy
Communion
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
9:30 am
Worship Quilters
with
Holy
Communion
Christian Ed.
29 30 31
9:30 am
Worship Quilters
with
Holy
Communion




