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THE LUTHERAN VISITOR  
 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
721-12th Avenue 

Huntington, WV 25701 
 

The Mission of St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church is to celebrate and proclaim  
to all the saving grace of Jesus Christ through word and deed. 

CONTACT US 
The church office is open  

Monday-Friday 
8:00 amñ1:00 pm 

 
Phone: 304.525.9630 

Fax: 304.781.2274 

E-mail: 

stpchurch@frontier.com 

Website:  

stpaulhuntington.org 

                                   Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the Pharisees

   and the scribes were grumbling and saying, òThis fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.ó

  So he told them this parable:òWhich one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, 

  does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 

  When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes home, he 

calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ôRejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.õ 

Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons 

who need no repentance. òOr what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, 

sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? When she has found it, she calls together her friends and 

neighbors, saying, ôRejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.õ Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the 

presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.ó  (Luke 15:1-10 [NRSV], the Gospel reading for  

September 12). 

     Sheep and coins arenõt sinners. However, when the Pharisees (and even Jesus) talk about 

òsinners,ó they are talking about people who cannot help but be what they are and do what they do. 

(This is not to say that there isnõt fault or culpability. However, for the Pharisees, one cannot choose 

not to sin.) òSinnersó are who they are. Because of their class, background, health condition,  

ethnicity, employment, food habits, gender, religious practice, thoughts etc., òsinnersó stand outside 

of the rules and the boundaries of good society and therefore *canõt* be good people, moral or 

righteous. Itõs not just that sinners have done wrong, they are, according the rules, wrong. 

     St. Paul, a Pharisee himself, would later write what Jesus revealed through his death and  

resurrection: ò[All] have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by his grace 

as a giftó (Romans 3:23-24). All of us, even those (and maybe especially those) who think that we 

can keep the law only fall under its condemnation. In the presence of the glory of God, we fall 

down. In the face of Godõs righteousness, we canõt do anything to change our condition. Like coins 

and sheep, we cannot reform or cause ourselves to be found. In light of the cross and resurrection, 

we have nothing to contribute to own forgiveness or salvation. So there is nothing to do but sit and 

wait--like a coin stuck between the couch cushions or a sheep stuck in a crevice. We wait to be 

found. We wait on God. 

     Obsessive and persistent, God goes after you like a shepherd goes after one sheep or a woman 

searches for one coin. Itõs almost as if God canõt help it. (Read Romans 3:21-28 and Luke 15:1-32.) Full 

of joy and steadfast loving kindness, God parties more heartily than either the shepherd or the 

woman when he finds his very own.  You, my dear sinner, are Godõs very own. God has found and 

chosen you. 

                        Pastor Jennifer Obermueller 
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     Please help the Cridlin Food/
Clothing Pantry provide shoes for 
children to start school  with this 
school year. Any amount will go to-
wards a new pair of shoes for school 
age children. Checks or money should 
be marked òSharing Shoesó and made 
out to your church or the Christian 
Associates, 520 Eleventh Street, 
Huntington, WV 25701 

Christian Associates 
Cridlin Food/Clothing Pantry  
2010 òSharing Shoesó Campaign 

July 15ñSeptember 15, 2010 

    Please pray for Andrew Barham; 
LaDonna Hay Beckett,; Olivia Burge; 
Susan Clark; Kris Maeland; Ryan and 
her family; Joe Snavley; all victims of 
natural disasters; those involved in dis-
aster relief; military and civilians overseas;  Church 
Council; and the congregations of our Synod.  

Please notify the  
church office (304.525.9630) or stpchurch@frontier.com  

if a name needs to be added or removed. 

     

ñ The Maeland family wishes to 
thank all the church friends  
for their condolences on the  
passing of their nephew  
Jerome Hensley. 

     Also all the prayers, cards, calls and visits as 
Kris progresses after the fall at home in June. He 
had neck surgery August 10th and is still a long 
way from recovery. We ask for you continued 
prayers. Thanks St. Paul! 

Kris, Analee, Lars and Kristy Maelandó 

The  Sanctuary Lamp is dedicated to the  
Glory of God  

and in loving memory of my  
Mom and Dad Ruth and Wink Eid   

by Richard, Chris and family 

 

 
     òIn all sincerity and love to all 
of you. For all piety and actions, 
you lifted me and raised me up so 
quickly.  From grateful hearts for 
all prayers, visits, flowers, cards, 
words of encouragement, our very 
special thanks to each and every 
one of you. 
Thank you. Thank you. 
               Our love in Christ, 
               Linda and Terry Adamsó 

 
St. Paul Senior Adult 

Choir 
(high  school-adult ages)  

will begin rehearsals on Sep-
tember 1 at 7:00 pm-8:30 pm. Anyone inter-
ested in being a part of this music ministry 
please join us at this time. 
                    Hope to see you there, 
                    Bonnie 
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To include your 
news items in 
your Church 

publications, please observe the 
following deadlines. Submission 
by email or disk is appreciated! 
 
Bulletin       12:00 noon  
                    Wednesdays  
Newsletter   The 20th of the      
                    month 

1  Barbara Schlegel 

2  David Becker 

3  Betty Church 

3  Pat Jones 

4  Wilda Maynor 

4  Christine Vickers 

6  Katy Bell 

8  Zakare Garnett 

9  Garrin Simpson 

11  Trudy Hesse 

14  Ruthann Arneson 

16  Josephine Kendall 

21  Annette DuVall 

27  Neil Arneson 

27  Charles Aurand 

27  Anna Gensler 

29   Carolyn Becker 

29  Elizabeth Arentz 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ǒCelebrate the start of all schools in the 
area on Sunday, September 12. We will 
bless all teachers and students from pre-
school to college on this day in worship. In-
vite your teacher and student friends to wor-
ship here at St. Paul on September 19! Wor-
ship will be at 9:30. 
ʾLet the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly! (Colossians 3:16) Celebrate the 
kick-off for Sunday School and Christian 
education! Rally Day is Sunday, 
September 19. On that day we will celebrate 
the Word of God as teachers and learners. 
Sunday School, confirmation, preschool and 
CCC teachers and students will be blessed 
on that day in worship. A celebration will 
follow in the curch yard. Worship will be at 
9:30 

Cʾool to be a Christian Club (CCC) 
begins Wednesday, September 22. CCC 
is on Wednesdays from 6:00 pm to 7:15 pm 
for pre-school through fifth grade. Dinner is 
provided for children and their parents in 
the undercroft. Please e-mail Jeannie Riley at 
jmriley@vitallc.com if you like to participate. 

Cʾonfirmation classes begin 
Wednesday, September 22. Sixth and 
seventh grade students are invited to learn 
about the chief parts of the Christian faith; 
the Bible, and Godõs love for us. Class will 
be on Wednesdays from 5:30-7:00 pm. 
Parents are asked to attend this first 
class with their students. Dinner will be 
provided for this first class. Questions? 
Contact Pastor Jennifer at 304.525.9630. 

Sʾunday School begins Sunday, 
September 26 at 10:45 am. Classes for 
children, youth and adults will be offered. 
Questions? E-mail David Stuart at 
Stuarflyfs@juno.com 

    
     Your time and talent is 
needed in the nursery. Please 
consider volunteering for this 
very important ministry.  To 
be placed on the schedule, 
please contact Shannon 
Simpkins at                                         
shanenrs@vzw.blackberry.net     



 

ñI have so much to do (today) 

that I shall spend the first three 

hours in prayer.ò 

 

Martin Luther 

 

 

 

 
Fall Cluster Retreat 

Monongahela Valley-Mountain/Ohio-
Kanawha Clusters 

 
òGirls Going Greenñ-Itõs All About 

Caringó 
We care for others, ourselves and our 

world 
 
   You are invited to attend an annual 
fall overnight retreat October 23 to 
October 24, 2010 at Tygart Lake State 
Park.   
   The Bible Study is being planned by 
the Mon Valley Cluster. Many fun 
activities are being planned into it plus 
some time to just enjoy the park. 
     For reservations, please contact 
the church office 304.525.9630 or  
e-mail stpchurch@frontier.com by 
September 13th. 

 

 ELCA Foundation 
Lutheran Planned Giving 

 
      Have you remembered to include 
a gift to the church in your will? Your 
will is a valuable part of your life-long 
stewardship plan. By preparing a will 
which includes a gift to ministry, you 
can plan to return to the Lord a tithe 
or other portion of the assets remain-
ing when you die. You can plan now 
to leave a legacy for the future of this 
congregation or other ministries. 
     For help in developing a plan that 
will provide for your family and for 
your favorite ministries, please con-
tact Barbara B. Carl, ELCA Founda-
tion Regional Gift Planner, at 724-
438-7741, or the ELCA Foundation 
at 800-638-3522 ext. 2970. 

 West Virginia-Western Maryland Synod  
 

Calendar 
SEPTEMBER 2010 

 
 
6     Labor Day Observance ð synod office closed 
10      Team Meeting, Synod Office, 7:30 pm 
11      All Committee Day, Grace-Fairmont 10 am 
20-21 Board of Pensions Pre-Retirement Seminar 
25      Festival of Faith, St Mark, Clarksburg 

 
 The Greater Huntington 
Church Women United 
will meet Saturday,  
September 25 at Bates 
Memorial Presbyterian 
Church, East Pea Ridge 

Road and Jefferson Park Drive beginning at 
10:00 am. Coffee fellowship followed by a 
òHuman Rights Celebrationó program at 
11:00 am. Please contact Carolyn Becker at 
304.522.0813 for further information. All 
women are invited and encouraged to attend. 
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SEPTEMBER VOLUNTEERS  
SHARING THEIR TIME AND TALENT 

 September 5 September 12 September 19 September 26 

Acolyte Kathleen Korstanje Jacob Simpkins Ethan Arneson Zoe May 

Sacristan Trey Bell Jonathan Anderson-Cain Samuel Plate Zakare Garnett 

Assisting Minister David Stuart Ron Pease  Jeannie Riley Linda Schneider 

Communion Deacon Keith Wellman Rick Wilson Meredith Anderson-Cain Wilma Anderson 

Altar Flowers Ron & Judy Pease Wayne & Dreama Doss Sandy & Mary Lou Fricke Neil & Ruthann Arneson 

Bob Tucker, Pat Jones, Cindy Jones, Bill Jones and Ben Jones, Ushers 

Bill and Judi Korstanje, Altar Guild 

48 cans of beef stew for Cridlin Food Pantry 
 Cans can be donated in the box  

outside the church parlor 
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