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 ELCA Global Links  
 
Drought in the Horn of Africa  
Somalia, Ethiopia, Kenya and other countries in East Africa are experiencing the worst drought in 60 years. 
The ELCA has committed $1.25 million for drought relief to support  long - term rebuilding; more help is 
needed. See www.elca.org/disaster , http://blogs.elca.org/disasterresponse/  and also www.elca.org/news  
(click on News Releases in the left -hand column).  

ELCA assembly officially launches the ELCA Malaria Campaign  
Every 45 seconds a child dies from malaria, a preventable and treatable disease. Based on the decision 
made at the Churchwide Assembly, the  ELCA will join with Lutheran churches in Africa, to work toward a 
malaria - free future. See www.elca.org/news  (click on News Releases in the left -hand column).  

Germany: Explore Luther's heritage in Wittenberg, Germany  
The ELCA Wittenberg Center can assist you in exploring  the many study and learning opportunities avail-
able in the heart of this historic city of Martin Luther and  at other Reformation sites. See www.elca.org/
wittenberg . 

Senegal:  Christian - Muslim relations  
ELCA missionaries Peter Hanson and Sarah Grow reflect on life and ministry in an interfaith setting. Watch 
a short video at http://blogs.elca.org/handinhand . 

-Pastor Jennifer Obermueller                                      

The ELCA's best - kept secret: Young Adults in Global Mission  
"We have been blessed this past year here in Jerusalem with six amazing, dedicated and talented Young Adults in Global Missio n 
who have impacted our lives and the lives of the Palestinian church, while taking a giant step that means they will never see  th e 
world in the same way as before." Read more about the work of these young adults at http://blogs.elca.org/handinhand . 

South Africa: "Ubuntu! I am because we are!"  
"Being present here is so important. The electricity may be down. The water supply may be down. But, I am here with you." Rea d 
more reflections from two young adults at www.elca.org/handinhand ;  click either the copy - ready bulletin insert or the Summer 
2011 issue of the Hand in Hand newsletter.  

Asia/Pacific: Regional representative for diakonia sought  
Represent the ELCA in diakonia ministries (development, health care, disaster response). Preference will be given to applicat ion s 
received by September 15, 2011. Position starts January 2012. See www.elca.org/globalserve  and click Global Service Opportuni-
ties to search the database at the bottom of the page.  

Why missionaries?  
After two months on home assignment, ELCA missionary Brian Konkol considers the role and purpose of Christian missionaries in  a 
blog post at http://lwfyouth.org/ .   

Global Mission Gathering in Wichita, Kansas, September 31 -October 1  
Equip yourself for God's work in today's global and local realities. For more information and to register, visit www.elca.org/glocal . 

Companion synod relationships: More profiles  
Online profiles have been updated by the ELCA Alaska, Northwestern Ohio, Southeastern Iowa, and the Texas -Louisiana Gulf Coast 
Synods, and by the Synod  of Alberta and the Territories of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada. Learn of new developments 
in companion synod relationships at www.elca.org/companionsynodprofiles . 

In our prayers  
Pray for the new missionaries who are being deployed to many corners of the world this summer. Give thanks for their service to 

the church and their devotion to mission in God's world. (This prayer for August 30 is available along with daily prayers fro m 
around the globe at www.elca.org/prayerventures .)  
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Rehearsals resume for adult 
choir September 7, 2011. Please join us 
for practice each Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
in the choir room. New members are 
welcome, no auditions necessary. 
                            See you there, 
                            Bonnie 

 

Please pray for Laverne, 

Lowell, Juanita, LaDonna, Susan, 

Eddie, Mary, Joseph, Fred, Bev-

erly, John, Keri, Karen, Tim, Tim 

and son Chris and family, David and Ryan 

and her family and Tim. Grant them peace 

only you can give Lord.  Please notify the 

church office (304) 525-9630 or e-mail 

stpchurch@frontier.com if a name needs to 

be added or removed. 

 

             

   I recently attended a music clinic for choir directors and 

organists, sponsored by Augsburg Fortress Publishing and 

held at Bethel Lutheran in Columbus, Ohio.  It is always 

very helpful and informative to join with several hundred 

other church musicians to share ideas, learn new music and 

to be re-newed in my commitment as director of music at 

St. Paul.  The clinicians were inspiring and I consider it a 

privilege to have been able to attend, and I thank you very 

much for affording me this opportunity. 

                                                 Sincerely, 

                                                 Bonnie Kelly 

       Altar Guild  

   There will be a meeting on Sunday, 
September 11 immediately after church 
service for all those serving on Altar 
Guild and for anyone who would like to 

serve. There will be questions answered and discus-
sion about what the Altar Guild should be doing. We 
will also do scheduling for 2012. Refreshments will 
be served. Please join us. 

 
   We all have gifts, graces and 
 talents given to us by God.  As 
Christians, we are called to serve 
God and use these gifts, graces and 
talents.  It is time again, after our 
summer recess to recharge and  

reflect on our needs at St. Paul, for the annual Rally 
Day Picnic.  This year it will be held at Ritter Park  
shelter on September 18th following worship  
service.  A sign-up sheet will be placed in the Narthex 
to let us know how many will be attending; the church 
will provide the hot dogs and hamburgers.  Weather 
permitting, please bring your favorite games (corn hole, 
etc.).  Let me close with this prayer from the Book of 
Common Prayer. 
 
Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your 
steadfast faith and love, that through your grace we may 
proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your 
justice with compassion.  Keep our hearts and minds 
open to discern the gifts that you have given all of your 
people, so that we may find those who are called to 
teach and learn with our children, youth and 
adults.  Send us those who have a love for Your Word 
and children, that they can support us in our ministry as 
teachers and learners; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, forever and ever. Amen. 
                                  David Stuart 
                                  Sunday School Superintendent 
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2  David Becker 

3  Betty Church 

3  Pat Jones 

4  Wilda Maynor 

4  Christine Vickers 

6  Katie Bell 

8  Zakare Garnett 

9  Garrin Simpson 

11  Trudy Hesse 

14  Ruthann Arneson 

16  Josephine Kendall 

21  Annette DuVall 

27  Neil Arneson 

27  Charles Aurand 

27  Anna Gensler 

29   Carolyn Becker 

29  Elizabeth Arentz 

  

  
   On another note, Carolyn and David Becker celebrated their 53rd Wedding 
Anniversary on August 28th and their daughter Katherine and her husband 
Bijan, who were married at St. Paul on September 5, 1981, will be celebrating 
their 30th Wedding Anniversary. Katherine and Bijan's oldest son, David, 
named after his Grandfather Becker, is engaged to be married to Jessica Lundy 
on October 15th in Nashville, Tennessee. A beautiful time of year!!!  
 
   Congratulations and blessings to Dr. William and Kay Jennings who  
celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary on August 26. 

David Edwin Becker,  
lifetime member of St. Paul Lutheran, 
will be celebrating his 85th birthday 
the weekend of September 2nd with 
his family in Huntington. This confir-
mation picture was taken in front of 
St. Paul in 1940. Can you guess which 
one is David?  

 
Best Wishes  

and  
Happy Birthday David! 

Labor of love  
   During Labor Day weekend worship, many congregations bless members 

of various occupations. From painting to parenting, from truck driving to 

teaching, from farming to pharmaceutical research, work is honored as 

holy. 

   Some might believe that certain jobs ñ pastor, missionary, bishop ñ are 

holier than others. But in his classic book The Practice of the Presence of 

God, Brother Lawrence tells of performing even the most common, tedi-

ous tasks as holy service to God: òI turn the cake that is frying on the pan 

for love of [God],ó he wrote. òIt is enough for me to pick up but a straw 

from the ground for the love of God.ó 



 

 
Page 4 

Save the Date �³ October 1  

from 11 am to 3 pm  

   Our annual Blessing of the Animals will be an afternoon of fun and education with 
the beneficiaries being Little Victories our local NO-KILL shelter. Little Victories will 
be here conducting an Adopt-a-Thon, our committee is working hard to have repre-
sentatives here from a variety of animal service agencies and òProfessionaló dogs. Lunch 
will be available for a small contribution and more activities. 
The day will conclude with the Blessing of the Animals and all proceeds will go to  

Little Victories. Any suggestions?  Please call Susan Clark at (304) 523-6510. 


